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Arkansas Bandmasters Association 

Hello, ABA Spouses! 
 
I am excited to announce our activities for ABA 2026! The registration table will open 
on Wednesday, July 22, at 11:00 a.m. The Raymond and Ruth Brandon Kick-Off 
Concert will begin at 7:00 p.m. and will feature a performance by the Arkansas 
Highlands Brass Band. 

World-renowned composer Brian Balmages will open the conference on Thursday, 
July 23, at 9:00 a.m. with the keynote address. Following the presentation, we will 
visit the Fort Smith Museum of History for a guided tour. A visit to the museum offers 
a fascinating journey through the rich heritage of Fort Smith and the surrounding 
Arkansas River Valley. Housed in a historic downtown building, the museum features 
engaging exhibits that bring the region's past to life, from frontier history and 
transportation to local culture and industry. Lunch will be Dutch treat. 

Join us Thursday at 2:00 p.m. for Candles, Cakes, and Coffee. GetCus2mized, a 
locally owned business in Fort Smith, Arkansas, will provide an engaging 
candle-making experience designed to inspire creativity and fellowship. Through 
guided, hands-on workshops, participants will have the opportunity to craft their own 
custom candles by selecting unique fragrance combinations, colors, and designs. 
The cost is $22 per candle, and pre-registration is required to ensure we have 
adequate supplies for everyone. 

On Friday, July 24, the BDK group picture will be taken at 9:15 a.m. At 10:00 a.m., 
Faith Serna will once again lead us in a fun and engaging craft activity. The cost is 
$20, and pre-registration is required so that all necessary supplies can be purchased. 
 
Following the craft activity, we will enjoy lunch together before returning to the hotel 
to attend the outstanding concerts presented by the Arkansas Instrument 
Ensembles, ABA Banquet, and of course, more door prizes. The evening will end 
with an exciting performance by the Metropolitan Winds and New Orleans jazz 
clarinetist Doreen Ketchens. 

You will also have time to explore the exhibits, shop in the downtown area, or simply 
enjoy visiting with fellow convention attendees. 

I look forward to seeing all of you in Fort Smith! 

Teresa S. McCraney 
Spouse Committee Chair 


