
 
2024-2025 EXECUTIVE BOARD  
 

HOPE BRUNER  

   President  

Highland Bands 

1627 Hwy. 62/412 

Highland, Arkansas 72542  

Phone. 870-847-5143 

hope.bruner@highlandrebels.org 
 

LEIGHNORA (PRISSY) BUCHANAN  ​
   Administrative Advisor  

8207 Williamsburg  

Fort Smith, AR 72903  

UA Fort Smith, Retired  

Phone 479.459.3119  

prissyret@gmail.com  
 

AARON DURHAM  ​
   Immediate Past President ​ ​  

Fort Smith Northside High School ​
jdurham@fortsmithschools.org  

 

JULIA REYNOLDS  

   Executive Advisor  

ASBOA Executive Secretary 

Emeritus 

julia.reynolds@atu.edu   
 

CARL McCRANEY  

   Vice President  

Lakeside Junior High School 

carl_mccraney@lakesidesd.org 

 

JOHN PRATER 

   Treasurer 

Cabot Freshman Academy 

john.prater@cabotschools.org 
 

VALERIE LANEY 

   Secretary  

Magnolia High School 

valerielaney@me.com 

 

 

LIAISON MEMBER  

HAL COOPER, JR  

Cooper Music  

hal@coopermusic.com  
 

HONORARY PRESIDENTS  

J. RAYMOND BRANDON (deceased) ​
ELDON JANZEN (deceased) 
 

LIFETIME MEMBERS  

RUTH BRANDON (deceased) ​
W. FRANCIS MCBETH (deceased) ​
WENDELL O. EVANSON (deceased) ​
 

PAST PRESIDENTS 

RALPH BRODY 

PEGGY JEFFRIES 

MARK POUNDS 

JANNA LANE  

BRIAN PEARSON  

JOE TRUSTY  

KAREN DISMUKE  

JEFF KEE  

BRADY MASSEY  

RICK SOWELL  

JEFFREY MARLOW  

SISSY PIERCE  

JAN CUNNINGHAM  

CHUCK BOOKER  

STAN HALL  

JOHN COMBS  

DUANE WALKER  

RICO BELOTTI  

RICKY BROOKS  

STEVE WARNER  

CATHY WILLIAMS  

CINDY BARRINGTON  

WESLEY BRANSTINE  

TOM O’NEAL  

JULIA REYNOLDS  

SUSAN ANTONETTI  

KEN WILLIAMS (deceased) 

CLAUDE SMITH  

GEOFF CARLTON  

ROBERT HESSE  

PATRICIA ELLISON (deceased) 

JOHN WEBB  

WENDELL EVANSON (deceased) ​
LEIGHNORA BUCHANAN  

TRAVIS BEARD  

ED ABBOTT (deceased)  

EDDIE EPPERSON (deceased) ​
ROBIN NIX  

ROBERT NELSON (deceased) 

RUSSELL LANGSTON  

ANDREW TOLBERT  

HAL COOPER  

JIM BURGETT (deceased)  

BILL TUCKER (deceased)  

RONALD BRAMMER (deceased) 

GARY WELLS  

FRANKLIN WASHBURN ​
ELDON JANZEN (deceased) 
 

  
 
 
 
 
​
​

​ ​

 Arkansas Bandmasters Association 
 
 
 Dear Colleagues and Friends, 

We are excited to invite you to the 51st Annual Arkansas Bandmasters Convention, to be held in 
Fort Smith, Arkansas,  July 30 to August 2. This year’s convention promises to be an exceptional 
event filled with inspiring performances, valuable professional development, and opportunities to 
connect with fellow educators from across the state. 

Convention Highlights Include: 

●​ A rousing Kick Off Concert by the Jonesboro Community Wind Ensemble. This ensemble consists of mostly 
music educators and we are excited to welcome for their premiere ABA performance.  

●​ Special Guests Marcia Neal and Joe Clark of the National Music Council, will offer powerful insights on 
advocacy, music education policy, and leadership. 

●​ A conducting clinic featuring Dr. Nick Balla of Arkansas State University and Dr. Chris Knighten of the 
University of Arkansas, providing hands-on guidance and expert techniques for band directors at all levels. 

●​ A show-stopping featured performance by Jubilation Jazz, performing their crowd-favorite Live Radio Show. 
This entertaining show lets you travel back in time to a live radio show from the big band era and will be their first 
time to perform at ABA! 

●​ Michael Levine of the Dallas Brass and Doug Blevins will present a clinic about making a difference in your school 
and community through small ensemble development. 

●​ Opportunities for YOU to perform with the Phi Beta Mu Reading Band, conducted by Randall Standridge, as well 
as the Arkansas Ensembles. 

●​ Also NEW to this year’s convention, you will have the opportunity to get a fresh new professional headshot taken 
by Chris Moore.   Strengthen your own personal brand with this new service. 

These are just a few of the things you can expect at ABA. We will have additional clinics by great 
Arkansas music educators, exhibits, networking opportunities and don’t forget the fun door prizes! It’s 
a time to learn, grow, and celebrate the achievements of our band programs while gaining tools and 
inspiration to take back to your own classrooms. 

We hope you will join us in Fort Smith for this special 51st anniversary event. I encourage you to 
PRE-REGISTER to make everything easier when you arrive at ABA.  Please remember, all of the 
clinics and concerts can be counted as official in-service hours.   

Have a fantastic summer! 

Hope Bruner 

President 

Arkansas Bandmasters Association 

 



 


